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and conserving our 
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through financial, 
technical, and 
educational means.
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WHEN TO PRUNE (taken from an article by John Ball)

Pruning dead and dying branches can be done at any time. However, 
the ideal time to prune live branches is March and early April. During 
the late dormant period there are a minimum of pests present and the 
pruning wounds quickly begin to close with the start of the growing 
season. However, light pruning, removal of less than 15 percent of 
the branches, particularly small diameter (less than 2-inches), can be 
performed at any time of the year. Heavy pruning, removing more than 
20 percent, should be avoided when the tree’s leaves are first expanding 

in the spring and when the leaves are falling in autumn. These are times when 
the tree is expending much of its energy in starting or ending the growing 
season. At these times there may not be sufficient energy to resist decay. In 
addition, the removal of large branches, those more than 8-inches in diameter, 
should not be performed during autumn. Many of the decay fungi are releasing 
spores during this time period and there is a greater risk of increasing decay. 
Pruning birch, maples and walnuts during the late dormant season will usually 
result in “bleeding”.

This refers to the flow of sap from the pruning wounds during the warm spring 
days. While the sap flow may be unsightly and attract wasps and other insects, it 
is not harmful to the tree. If bleeding is to be avoided, however, the tree should 
be pruned in late summer, August, rather than during the dormant season.

Suckers and watersprouts should not be pruned during the dormant season. Removing them during 
this time usually results in excessive production the following spring. Instead, they should be removed 
in early summer, just after the tree has completed its spring growth. Pruning them at this time will 
limit new growth.

If you are no longer interested in receiving this newsletter, 
please let us know.  E-mail:hamlincd@sdconservation.net 

or phone (605) 783-3642 x4.HELP WANTED
JOBS EQUAL INCOME!

The Hamlin County Conservation District is now 
accepting applications for a 

No Till Drill Manager
This is a contracted, seasonal position to run approximately 

April through Oct. Applicant must be at least 18 years of 
age, have a valid driver’s license, proof of auto insurance 

and a reliable truck to pull the drills. This position requires 
a responsible person to route, deliver, and calibrate our two 
John Deere 15’ No-Till drills, and one 10’ Truax Grass drill. 

Experience operating and maintaining farm equipment is 
essential. This position pays mileage to and from sites, and a 

per acre rate. This is not an hourly position. 

For application, contact Peggy Loomis, District Manager at 
Hamlin Co. Conservation District, PO Box 165, Hayti, SD 

57241. PH: 605-783-3642 x 4  Or stop in at the office.

The Hamlin County Conservation District is an  
Equal Opportunity Employer

New NRCS  
Employee
Hi! My name is Ryan Branigan, I am 
the new Soil Conservation Technician 
at the Hayti FO. My first day was 
November 28. This is my first position 
with the NRCS and I am excited to be 
a part of this organization!

I am originally from Council Bluffs, 
Iowa and I moved up to South Dakota 
for school. I graduated from South 
Dakota State University in December 
of 2015 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Wildlife and Fisheries. I worked a 
seasonal position last summer for 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
at the Big Stone National Wildlife 
Refuge in Odessa, MN.

During my down time, I enjoy 
hunting, fishing and restoring my ’67 
mustang project car. I enjoy this area 
of South Dakota and all that it has 
to offer and I am excited to be living 
here and working with conservation! 
I am looking forward to meeting and 
working with everyone!

Science Fair
The District had the opportunity 
to judge science projects at the 
Hamlin Middle School again this 
year. Six employees from the NRCS 
and the Conservation District Office  
volunteered at this event. It was a full 
day with approximately 155 projects 
being judged. Each pair of judges 
previewed 17 projects, and then 
had interviews with the students. 
Competition was tough. The entries 
were all judged on Scientific Thought, 
Design & Presentation, and Creativity 
and Technical Skill. The Hamlin 
Science teachers do a fantastic job 
of organizing this event. What a great 
opportunity for the students, and for 
the volunteers as well!

DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:
Chad Schooley, Chairman Jared Namken, Vice-Chairman James 

Anderson, Supervisor Larry Brusse, Supervisor  
Dorene Lemme, Supervisor Leonard Saathoff, Advisor

DISTRICT EMPLOYEES:  
Peggy Loomis, District Manager; Alan Swanson, Field Technician

NRCS EMPLOYEES: 
Jim Dylla, District Conservationist; Emily Helms, Soil 
Conservationist; Ryan Branigan, Soil Con Technician;  

Brittany Kopman, Ultima Employee
OTHER PARTNERS IN OFFICE:

Dan Limmer, Ducks Unlimited; Eric Magedanz, Pheasants Forever

Annual Appreciation Dinner
The Annual Appreciation Dinner was held on January 6th at the Bull Pen in Lake Norden. Each 
year the district supervisors look for tree sites in Hamlin County that have been well planned, 
planted, and cared for. Stewardship reflects good management of the natural resources of soil, 
water and air. Planting and caring for field, farm or feedlot windbreaks helps to conserve these 
natural resources. This year the Tree Stewardship Award is being given to:        
 Roger & Pat Nelson

Landowners that achieve the Tree Care Award are recognized for their sustainable practices and 
gain the right to proudly display the Tree Care sign.

Our local Soil Champions were highlighted at this event. Chad Schooley, Castlewood, Jared 
Namken, Lake Norden, Barry Little, Castlewood and The Sigdestad’s, Day County are producers 
who are involved in no till farming, crop rotation, planting cover crops and participating in the 
CSP program. They are great advocates for Soil Health. You tube videos of these were viewed and 
are available for viewing at:

Namken Ranch https://youtu.be/yDTaUFLHUss?list=PLD7341CD150BEFDD6  
Sigdestad Farm  https://youtu.be/OvpYlUia2Vc?list=PLD7341CD150BEFDD6 
Schooley’s https://youtu.be/UsLJTT1ZOQc
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2017 Hamlin  
District Services

A Great Big Thank You
To the Hamlin County Commissioners for continuing to support 
the Conservation District through county funding. This funding 
has been an immense benefit towards the conservation efforts in 
Hamlin County.

To all the District Employees. Without you, we would not be able 
to accomplish the tasks that we perform!

And to the Partners; NRCS, DU, Pheasants Forever, FSA, SDGFP, 
FWS, etc. With our collaborative efforts conservation practices 
are effective and prosperous in Hamlin County.

2016 Accomplishments:
•	 Planted	 39	 acres	 of	 trees	 for	 farmstead,	 feedlot,	 field	

windbreaks, and wildlife habitat. 
•	 Laid	tree	fabric	on	20	miles	of	trees	for	26	producers.
•	 Provided	tree	mowing	services	for	8	producers.
•	 10	Producers	rented	the	district	grass	drill	to	plant	370	acres	of	

grasses.
•	 32	county	producers	 rented	 the	districts	 two	no-till	drills	 to	

plant 2070 acres to alfalfa, grasses and cover crops.
•	 31	 county	 producers	 rented	 the	 two	 district	 land	 rollers	 to	

cover 8007 acres.
•	 The	District	 sold	an	additional	$15,240	 in	hand	plants	 to	be	

planted in Hamlin County!!
•	 Through	a	Conservation	Commission	Grant,	the	District	was	

able	to	provide	funding	of	$7,400	for	tree	planting	purposes	in	
Hamlin County.

The District also continues to be involved in the following: 
* Promote Arbor Day with judging essays for students.
* Promote Soil Stewardship Week in area churches
* Sponsors Soil Conservation Speech Contest
* Participates in area Farm & Home Show 
* Promotes New Scholarship Program
* NESD Land & Range Judging Contest
* Big Sioux Water Festival
* Coteau Area Legislative Dinner 
* Hamlin School Science Fair

Book the Land Roller Now,  
For Your Spring Rental!

Producers have the 
opportunity to “pre- 
book” their acres to 
ensure availability of the 
land rollers when needed. 
The roller is rented at 
$3.00 per acre; however, 
a 5% discount is given 

if paid within 30 days. For scheduling your rental, please call 
Lenny Saathoff at 690- 1458.
If you are interested in diversifying your crops, you’ll need 
new farming practices to go along with your new crops. Our 
District has two 45’ Rite Way Land Rollers 
available. The roller applies both weight and surface contact 
to prepare your land. It will efficiently press rocks into the 
ground without rolling the crop out ahead of it. The land roller 
also helps to break down crop residue, even corn stalks to make 
sure your field is ready to plant in the spring.

Call Now  
690- 1458

Notes from Hamlin 
Conservation  

District
As told by John Ball, Forest Health Specialist 

SD Department of Agriculture, Extension 
Forester SD Cooperative Extension

“What to do about rabbit  
damage on my trees?”

As the snow quickly melts away folks are 
noticing the extent of rabbit damage that 
occurred on their favorite trees and shrubs. 
The most common sign is all the ‘cocopuffs’ 
on the ground, evidence that the bunnies 
converted your plants to poop. The woody 
plants that have experienced the most damage 
are the traditional favorites of rabbits, apples 
and crabapples (Malus) and spireas (Spirea) 
Now is the time to assess the rabbit damage 
on young fruit trees. A good rule-of-thumb 
is	if	the	rabbits	have	chewed	more	than	2/3’s	
of the bark off around the trunk, remove the 
tree.	If	it	is	less	than	1/3	the	way	around	the	
trunk, the tree will probably recover. If the 
damage	is	between	1/3	and	2/3’s	of	the	bark	
removed around the trunk sometimes the 
tree survives and sometimes it doesn’t. The 
extent of damage going around the trunk is 
more important that the vertical length as the 
loss of the bark completely around the trunk 
at any one point will girdle the tree. The food 
manufactured by the leaves this spring and 
summer will not be able to move down to the 
roots and the ‘starved” roots will die within a 
year. Sometimes fruit trees will sprout from 
below the damage, but the new stem may be 
originating from the rootstock, not the trunk 
so the new tree will not have the same fruiting 
characteristics. It is usually better just to 
remove the tree and start over. If the damage 
is	 less	 than	 1/3	 the	 way	 around	 the	 trunk,	
just clean away any torn bark. Do not paint 
the cut as this will not result in healing or 
reduce wounding. Also remember to prune 
away any shoots that arise from below the 
wound as these are from the roots. Damage 
on spireas is relatively easy to correct. The 
rabbits have cut many of the canes to a height 
of 4 to 8 inches, the snow line when they were 
feeding. The canes on these damaged shrubs 
should	all	be	cut	to	a	height	of	2	to	3	inches.	
This means every cane, not just the ones 
the bunnies chewed off. Pruning the entire 
shrub	 to	 a	 height	 of	 2	 to	 3	 inches	 is	 called	
rejuvenation	 pruning	 3	 and	will	 result	 in	 a	
uniform and attractive shrub this spring and 
summer. Shrubs recover quickly from this 
severe pruning and it is common to find the 
new canes growing several feet tall during the 
first growing season. If the damaged canes 
are not pruned back the shrub will survive, 
but the growth will not be as uniform and the 
lower part of the shrub may appear bare. The 
only drawback to the rabbit damage, whether 
pruned or now, is that any spring-flowering 
shrubs, such as some spireas, will not flower 
this year. Their flower buds form last summer 
so will be removed with the canes.

Planning now for your 2018 trees?
Although we have not yet planted the 2017 tree sites, it may be a good idea to start planning 
for the 2018 years’ work. The Hamlin Conservation District will again be applying for a tree 
planting grant. This grant would help area producer’s plant trees and shrubs and also cost 
share the fabric installation for the 2018 spring plantings. The grant application results will 
be determined in November 2017. However, in order to qualify for this cost share, the tree 
site would need to be prepared prior to Sept 1, 2017, and approved by the Area Forester. A 
tree plan must already be in place with the district office by this time. The part that makes 
these dates difficult is that a producer would need to have decided that they are going to 
plant the site with or without the funding, in order to make the decisions and proceed with 
the prep work. These SD Conservation Commission grants may be used to plant livestock 
windbreaks, wildlife habitats, riparian buffers, field windbreaks, living snow fences and 
enhancing shelterbelts. Cost share is not allowed on the Farmstead Shelterbelts. If the 
District is awarded this grant, the cost share will be available to Hamlin County residents 
who are not eligible for any other funding through any government programs. The cost 
share is distributed on a first come, first served basis to those who qualify. If interested in 
trees for 2018, please start the process now.

TREE PLANTING SERVICES
Cultivated Plantings
•	 Trees	>6	ft.=$5.00	per	rod
•	 Shrubs	<6	ft.=$6.00	per	rod
•	 $40	stop	charge
•	 $250	minimum	charge
Hand Plants
•	 Deciduous	Bare	root	=	$2.35	each
•	 Conifer	Bare	root	=	$2.65	each
•	 Conifer	Plugs	=	$2.90	each
•	 Deciduous	(25)=	$40	per	bundle
•	 Confers	(25)=	$50	per	bundle
Replants
•	 Bareroot	=	$1.65	each	 

(from previous year plantings only)
District Hand Planting
•	 Crew	to	hand	plant	=	$7.00	per	tree	 

(this includes the price of the tree)
Tree Fabric
•	 $11.00	per	rod
•	 $40	stop	charge
Tree Auger
•	 $25	rental	charge	per	day

TREE SITE WEED CONTROL
Tree Fabric
•	 6’	x	500’	per	roll	=	$175.00	
Rotary mowing
•	 $80	per	hour	+	$40	Stop	Charge
***New Service***Fabric Maintenance
•	 $25.00/hr.	+	$40	Stop	Charge	 

(girdling trees) 
Weed Badger
•	 $80	per	hour	+	$40	Stop	Charge	
Weed Roller
•	 $25	rental	charge	per	day

Take care of the land and the land  
will take care of you.

Hugh Hammond Bennett

DRILL RENTAL AND GRASS
SEEDING

John Deere 15’ No-Till Drill **
•	 $100	minimum	charge
•	 $10.50	per	acre
Great Plains 15’ Grass Drill **
•	 $100	minimum	charge 
$10.50	per	acre	**There	will	be	a	$50	
charge added to your bill if the drill is 
not cleaned out when returned. To be 
determined

45’ Rite Way Land Roller 
(two available)
•	 Producer	picks	up	and	returns
•	 Minimum	DAILY	charge	of	$100
•	 $3.00	per	acre
Contact	Lenny	Saathoff	605-690-1458
There is a 5% discount on these services
if	bill	is	paid	within	30	days.

 TREE SITE WEED CONTROL
Tree Fabric
•	 6’	x	500’	per	roll	=	$175.00	
Rotary mowing
•		$80	per	hour	+	$40	Stop	Charge	
***New Service***Fabric Maintenance
•		$25.00/hr.	+	$40	Stop	Charge	 

(girdling trees) 
Weed Badger
•		$80	per	hour	+	$40	Stop	Charge	
Weed Roller
•		$25	rental	charge	per	day
We also have a hand weeding service 
available. Call the office for details.

TREE TUBES
Tree tubes are available to protect your 

young trees from deer and rodents. 
These are CRP Cost shared along with 

the White Oak Stakes!
Tree Tubes
3’	tree	tube	=	$4.00	each	
4’	tree	tube	=	$4.50	each	
Oak	Stakes	=	$2.50	each

Along with trees and shrubs, we also sell 
an assortment of apple, plum and pear 
trees.

John Deere 
15’ No-Till 
Drills

The Hamlin County Conservation District has two John 
Deere 15’ No-Till Drills available for service. The drills 
are equipped with both fertilizer, and grass seed attachments, 
and a seed agitator. The drills can be used for planting wheat, 
beans, alfalfa and oats as well. These No-Till Drills have a 
consistent depth control for planting soybeans and alfalfa. They 
effectively slice through heavy residue while providing minimal 
soil disturbance. The charge for the drills are $10.50 per acre**, 
with a minimum charge of $100.
The District has also purchased a new Great Plains Grass Drill. 
This is a 15’ grass drill. Rates for the new drill have not yet been 
determined. Please contact the office when you have your seed 
and are ready to go  Phone 783- 3642.

783-3642

NRCS SD Holding Signup  
for Soil Health Initiative
Batching date is March 17, 2017
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE, 
Huron, SD, February 16, 2017 – USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) in South Dakota 
is holding a signup for a Statewide Soil Health Initiative 
for the purpose of integating livestock back into produc-
tion systems to maximize soil health benefits.
The application batching date is March 17, 2017. Land-
owners and producers are encouraged to visit the NRCS 
office at their local USDA Service Center to learn more 
and start developing their conservation plan.
This initiative provides a systems approach for conserva-
tion that is essential for a healthy soil environment. Pro-
ducers who are interested in building soil health through 
diverse rotations on their cropland and integrating live-
stock into their cropping systems are encouraged to ap-
ply for this initiative that is being administered through 
the NRCS’ Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP).
The objective of the initiative is to improve SD’s soil re-
source through management practices known to build 
soil health. Practices implemented in this project will in-
crease biological diversity, increase water infiltration, in-
crease soil organic matter, reduce erosion and ultimately 
provide resiliency to agricultural systems and operations. 
Practices include Conservation Crop Rotation, Residue 
and Tillage Management (No-till), Cover Crops, and 
Prescribed Grazing among others.
To learn about technical and financial assistance through 
USDA’s NRCS, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted or 
contact your local USDA service center.

Colette Kessler, State Public Affairs Officer
Ph. (605) 220-1765 colette.kessler@sd.usda.gov

Jennifer Wurtz, Resource Conservationist (EQIP Coordinator)  
(605) 352-1225 jennifer.wurtz@sd.usda.gov


